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Solar Lesson Plan
Dinosaur Thematic Unit
Age Level:

2rd Grade
Length:

1 full week (5 days) of 25 minute lessons and 1 daily 5 activity/day used
Materials Needed:
Scientific Journals

Writing Journals

Dinosaur fact cards

Dinosaur worksheets

Media (dinosaur videos)

Dinosaur Books (Fiction and Nonfiction) (http://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Dinosaurs-for-kids.html)

Standards:
2.RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
2.RI.2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

2.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
2.RI.2.9 Compare and contrast the most important points presented by two texts on the same topic.

2.RI.2.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

2.RF.2.4.C Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary.

2.W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.

2.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science observations).

2.W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.

4.3.1 Understand how a variety of subjects, themes, symbols and ideas* are incorporated in a selection of works of art.
Objectives:
Develop goals for scientific inquiry
Improve content-area reading skills, such as distinguishing between real and make-believe
Develop a context for the study of dinosaurs
Use technology to gain a basic understanding of dinosaur characteristics
Understand how the study of dinosaurs informs scientific knowledge
Use technology as a mode of inquiry to access information from experts
Describe through writing accumulated knowledge of dinosaurs
Improve content-area reading skills, such as reading for detail
Learning Activities:

Day 1:  
Dinosaur Introduction Day
Students will be asked to fill out their KWL chart with what they already Know about dinosaurs and what they Want to know. Teacher will have a KWL poster for the entire thematic unit to be filled and discussed

Students will be asked to gather in normal reading space.

Teacher will read Dinosaurs! The Biggest, Baddest, Strangest, Fastest aloud to whole class.

At the book’s end, students will be asked to head back to seats and fill out individually what they learned about dinosaurs after listening to this book.

Students will be asked to volunteer answers for all three portions of the KWL chart while the teacher adds the ideas to each section. 

Lesson will end with teacher handing out Dinosaur packet to be worked on throughout the week whenever students finish early or during dailys

Day 2:
Learning about Different Dinosaurs
Lesson will begin with students being asked to recall what they talked about and discussed in the previous lessons from the day before.

After a brief recap, discuss if there are any new questions to add to the KWL chart.

The class will then be asked to watch Dinosaur videos about the different kinds of dinosaurs.

While watching the video, students will jot down anything they learn on their KWLs, any questions as well. .

After the videos, review the new things learned and fill out the class KWL chart.

During Dailys students will have the writing choice of either “If I lived with Dinosaurs…” or “My Pet Dinosaur” writing prompt. 
Day 3:
Learning about Different Dinosaurs Continued
Students will be asked to get out KWLs to continue referring to the questions they have about dinosaurs and what they have learned.

Teacher will read The Big Book of Dinosaurs to the class, focusing on the dinosaurs in the flash cards that will be given to the class that day.

Teacher will break the class into groups of four with each group receiving Dinosaur flash cards.
Students will work together to compare the dinosaurs on the cards, finding their differences and similarities.

Students will fill out their Comparing Dinosaur sheets to further develop understanding and recognition of the differences between dinosaurs.

During Dailys students must choose a dinosaur book to read as one of their dailys. (Fiction or Nonfiction)
Day 4:
Choose your Dinosaur Day
Students will be asked to pull out their dinosaur sheets to recall and review their group discussions from the day before.

Teacher will prompt class discussion by referring to their class KWL chart, asking questions about what has changed from wondering about to learned or what other things the students want to learn.

Students will then be directed to get back into their groups of 4 with their dinosaur fact cards.

In each group, the students must choose their own dinosaur to do more research and their last project for the unit.

Once chosen, students will head into dailys and one writing prompt will be to begin journaling about what they know about the dinosaur they chose. Much like a KWL assignment the students should write what they know and write down what they would like to learn

Day 5:
Research Day
Lesson will begin with students being instructed to get out their journals from the day before.

Teacher will go around the room asking the students the dinosaur they chose and why.
Once discussed with the teacher, students will have the opportunity to get books about their chosen dinosaur from the library, class library, and use the internet to research.
Every student will write a three paragraph paper about their dinosaur, and today they will begin researching.
At the end of the research period, the teacher will gather the students for an announcement and inform the students they will not only be writing the paper but doing an art project of their choice on their dinosaur as well. The art project will have to be approved, but can be many things like a diorama or song or painting. Presenting will begin on Wednesday and the students would need to sign up. This project will be done at home for the most part, to create parent involvement.
During Dailys students will again need to read a book about their chosen dinosaur.
Day 6:
Measuring Dinosaurs
Read a book about how large actual dinosaurs were.

Discuss with students how big this would be in our world today and where they think dinosaurs would be able to live if they were still alive today.

Students will be partnered off into different pairs than before and given a measuring activity. (Students must have prior knowledge of measuring with centimeters.)

As a pair, students will complete dinosaur measuring sheet, checking each other to make sure they are measuring the same amount for each part.

When completed students will be given the opportunity to do a dinosaur egg activity
Students will be given the creative freedom to make a dinosaur nest and cut and glue the eggs into the nest.
Remind students to be finishing up and preparing for their presentation time in class.
Day 7:
Dino Review Day
Teacher will go over briefly with class what they have learned from this whole activity.

Students will complete their papers during the rest of this lesson slot and ask any remaining questions they have to be able to do so.

 Day 8-10:
Class Presentations
 Students will present their Dinosaur art projects during their time slot, with parents invited to come in if they would like. 
5-8 students to present per day (depending on class size)
Assessment:
Teacher will read comprehensive journals.
Teacher will ask the students a dinosaur related question at the end of each day to ensure retention of information. 
Teacher will assess each project and how much information is given about their dinosaur of choice in the project.
See Rubric below
	
	0-2
	3-5
	6-8
	9-10

	Pedagogical Knowledge
	Student verbally stated one fact or less. 
	Student verbally states two facts about their dinosaur.
	Student verbally state at least three facts about their dinosaur.
	Student verbally stated three or more facts about their dinosaur.

	Time Management
	Student did not use the time provided for the project.
	Student used some of the time provided working on their project.
	Student used most of the time provided working on their project.
	Student used all of the provided time efficiently working on the project.

	Organization
	The project is not organized and difficult for the student to present.
	Some of the project is organized and artifacts throughout research were maintained.
	The majority of the project is organized and artifacts throughout research were maintained.
	The project is well organized and artifacts throughout research were maintained.


Reflection:
