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My Teaching Philosophy

“God, grant me wisdom, creativity, and love. With wisdom, I may look to the future and see the effect that my teaching will have on these children and thus adopt my methods to fit the needs of each one. With creativity, I can prepare new and interesting projects that can challenge my students and expand their minds to set higher goals and dream loftier dreams. With love, I can praise my students for jobs well-done and encourage them to get up and go on when they fail. Lord, reveal yourself through me. Amen.” This is a Teacher’s Prayer that I have been saying for the past few weeks to help me with my classroom, not only right now, but also for the rest of my teaching career. My philosophy as a teacher will not be just to create these soldier like children, rather to help mold their entire person. My philosophy on education is shaped directly from this prayer. As a teacher, I will help my students in every individual need, be creative in everything they do, and see their own potential, that even when they’re struggling nothing can hold them down but themselves. These will not be simple tasks. I will have to work on them everyday, but by setting this philosophy and taking a deeper look into what this will take of me, my classroom will be a place where each one of my students can thrive as individuals, not just if they fit into a mold.

My classroom will offer students the opportunity to learn individually, at their own pace, and in their own way. There are many ways to give my students these opportunities, and I will implement many into my classroom. One way I will ensure my students have these opportunities will be to not be stuck in my lesson and how long I think it should be. If students are struggling with something and need more time on a certain subject, I will allow us the extra time. I will not limit their understanding and learning because “we need to move on”. Along with this idea and the other ways I will encourage individual learning, students will have the opportunity to be creative in their learning as well. 

Creativity is different in every child. Each child sees the world through their own painted glass, so to have a classroom that promotes creativity, I must be creative as well. Each lesson will not have one way of understanding. As I stated, my students will have individual learning opportunities, and one way to approach this with creativity is stations. In these stations, students may move through them as they gain comprehension of each step, but each station will have different approaches to learning. This will help promote creativity, give students individual time, and will help students see their opportunities to learn by their own accord in my classroom.

When my students enter the classroom they will know anything that happened yesterday is forgiven, forgotten, and they get another opportunity to learn everything their minds can grasp. My students will know nothing holds them down or back but themselves, and if they choose to only lift themselves higher, as my classroom will promote, they will have immense opportunities and will learn more than they think possible. Another thing that goes along with this idea is acceptance. I have to be accepting of each individual learner, and if they need extra help, I must be willing to give that extra help. As a student, I was terrified of asking questions because at home growing up if I did not understand something that seemed simple, to a man with a PhD, I was asked if I was stupid or if I even cared. My students will know if they do not understand something, that is okay. They will always know they can come to me for help. I will not hold them back or turn them away. Their questions will always be valid, and I will ensure the environment is open and free of fear so they can come to me no matter what the issue. 

Wisdom, creativity, and love do not only make up what I need to be as a teacher, but what my students need to experience and feel within themselves everyday. With this philosophy, my classroom will promote a very welcoming environment for my students, where they feel safe and comfortable with their learning style and comprehension skills. I will promote an environment conducive for learning in an individualized manner.

