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University of Mary Division of Education

Grade Level: 3rd
Subject(s) Area: Language Arts: Compare and Contrast

Materials Needed: White Board, Created poster

Standards:

RL.9 Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

RI.8 Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence). 

Objectives:

Understand how to use compare and contrast words and find the similarities and differences between characteristics.

Learning Activities:

Mini Lesson: 20 minutes
Have students discuss times they have compared and contrasted in their lives and in the classroom. Discuss what they students already know about comparing and contrasting.

Teacher will present to the class a list of key words used to compare and contrast. I will read example sentences using these words. Talk about the importance of comparing and contrasting. 

As a class, complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting carrots and oranges on the board. We will practice in full sentences to restate our comparing and contrasting key words in the correct way.

Assessment:

Students will have the opportunity to journal throughout the week during “Daily Choice” about two comparing circumstances. Option 1: “Imagine you could become invisible whenever you wanted to. What are some of the things you would do? How would life be different?!’ Option 2: “Compare older people to younger people. ‘Younger people are...’ ‘Older people are...’ Use the compare and contrast key words discussed in class.” 

Option 1 will be an enrichment journaling. Students will have the opportunity to dig deeper to compare and contrast their current life to a completely different life.

Students who need accommodation can orally express compare and contrast key words and sentences with the teacher during the activities done as a class and answer their journals to the best of their abilities.

Reflection:

The students really got engaged with this lesson. They enjoyed finding similarities and differences between carrots and oranges, and they even liked their journal assignments for the week. I need to work on wrapping up at the end of my time so the students feel closure to what they are learning and get that wrap up we all need. Another thing I need to be more open to is giving some redirection to the students who are being disruptive. I am aware of the students that are not doing their job, but I need to find how I am comfortable with addressing this behavior.

